
 
 
Mini-project (Mediagraphy): 60% of total mark 
 
Individual project ONLY  
Typed  
 
You must sign the submission register & you must sign the hardcopy declaration on your 
assignment when handing in  
(no late submissions will be accepted. You will have marks deducted for late submissions)  
Length: approx. 6000 words  
You need to submit a hard copy & electronic copy of your project  
 
FORMAT OF PROJECT: 
 
FORMAT of the front page: 
Name & Surname 
Student number  
Title of your project  
Declaration of originality, acknowledgement of sources, no plagiarism etc. 
Your signature  
Word count  
 
FORMAT of page two: 
Short abstract (150-300 words) 
Key words in your project  
 
FORMAT of the project: 
- Introduction  
(set up the project, what is your position, signpost the sections of the project) 
 
-Literature review*  
 
- Theoretical framework: theoretical approach to the topic, who are your main sources, set up and 
discuss the terminology and the themes you have chosen 
 
-Methodology 
How did you conduct your research (primary and secondary)? Be very clear on exactly what you 
did and what are your research questions  
 
-Findings  
What did you discover! How your theory explains the material or vice versa or even how your 
material contradicts aspects of the theory.  
 
-Conclusion  
Summarise what you did in the project. Should mirror the introduction but includes what 
conclusions your project has drawn. Possibly end with some future recommendations for further 
research in your project’s area.   
 
An important point about the literature review section and the theoretical framework: 



It is important that you understand the difference between these 2 sections.  
The theoretical framework examines the theories (like globalization) and the themes that are 
relevant to your project (such as homogeneity, glocalisation, the digitial divide etc etc.) This is the 
section where you discuss what theorists (such as Giddens, Rantanen, Appadurai etc etc.) have 
written about the themes you are discussing. So this section is like the first essay which you did for 
this course. 
 
The literature review section, on the other hand, involves you discussing past studies that have 
been completed, which are relevant to your project. For example, if your mediagraphy examines 
how music has influenced the identities of different generations in your family, then your literature 
review section will discuss studies that you have found relating to music and identity. You need to 
discuss about 4 studies. These studies can usually be found on online journals. Use the online 
databases on the UKZN library website, like EBSCO Host, Academic Search Complete and 
Federated Search etc. If you type in relevant key words on these databases, you should find 
relevant journal articles.  
   
 
FORMAT of referencing:  
Harvard style  
 
Project outline: 
Aim of the project is to demonstrate an understanding of the themes covered in the coursework 
and provide a relationship between the theory of mediated globalisation and a real example or 
even a number of examples. 
 
 
How will my project be graded? 
Correctly identifying an example of mediated globalisation and the supporting summarised 
literature review 
The appropriate collection of data using the correct empirical method (interviews, observations, 
recording, coding etc.)  
A discussion and analysis of the data in relation to the theoretical insights or themes derived from 
your literature review 
Correct structure of the project, correct academic style, spelling and grammar, layout, general 
presentation, correct in-text referencing and bibliography 
 
Topic of the project is mediated globalisation  
Examples used must relate to the media or at least a single medium such as a traditional 
medium (like television, radio, print, outdoor), below-the-line (such as pamphlets), new media 
(internet, blogs, email, gaming, social-networking websites etc.) telephony (fixed line, mobile 
phones, Skype, voice-over-internet, Mixit etc.), or music (records, tapes, mp3 and mp4 etc.).  
 
Important issues and themes that you could look at include themes such as: time-space 
compression’ and  ‘time-space distanciation’, ‘cultural imperialism’, ‘contra-flows’, 
‘cosmopolitanism’, the  ‘glocal’, ‘global identity’, ‘cultural imperialism’, ‘cultural homogenisation’ and 
‘heterogeneity’, the digital divide and so forth. Other relevant topics include the digital divide, role of 
social movements in globalization. 
 
Mediagraphy (media ethnography)  
Basically, this is an analysis of individual experiences of mediated globalisation  
Terhi Rantanen coined the term mediagraphy and describes the methodology as “open-ended and 
multi-sited as it studies how people at different places connect and disconnect with each other 
through media and communication. It is not about people in actual sites, but about ‘participants’ 
imaginations that connect them to the global” (2005: 14). 
 
For your honours project this mediagraphy will involve you examining different generations in your 
family, to see how media use and the effects of globalization have changed over time. 



 
IT IS VERY IMPORTANT THAT YOU GO ON TO THE CCMS WEBSITE AND READ 
MEDIAGRAPHIES THAT PAST MGW HONOURS STUDENTS HAVE COMPLETED. This will 
help you understand what a mediagraphy really is and you can also see what kinds of questions to 
use in your questionnaires etc.  
 
Interview guidelines:  
Approx. three to four interview participants (including yourself) can be sourced for the project  
All participants interviewed MUST SIGN AN INFORMED CONSENT FORM! If under 18, a parent 
or guardian must sign consent.  
You need to tell the participants about the purpose of the research and how the research will be 
used and circulated when finished, what their rights are regarding privacy, disclosure of 
information, fair use, choice of anonymity and the use of pseudonyms (you will need to look at the 
guidelines for drawing up an Informed Consent Form).  
 
 
 


